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MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS. 


Answer to the question, Why are you 
a Christian?” 
(Continued from p. 21.) 
EVIDENCE ARISING FROM THE CHARACTER AND MIRA“ 
CLES OF CHRIST. 

But I have a Fourth reason for my belief and 
principles asa Christian; and that is, that the 
author of my religion displayed an example ; and 
performed works, which proclaim, not merely a 
superior, but a divine character. No human 
language can do justice tothe temper and morals 
of Jesus Christ. The excellency of the one, and 
the purity of the other, render him an object 
worthy of our*highest admiration. In how won- 
derful a manner, did he exemplify his own mo- 
ral lessons 2? And how divinely did he support 
his character, as the friend of mankind? With 
what exquisite tenderness did he conduct towards 
the miserable? And what patience did he dis- 
play, under every spec:es of provocation? How 
condescending was he to the weak, how humble, 
how just, how ready to forgive his enemies, how 
benevolent to all? What a sublime devotion 
possessed his heart? And in scenes of the deep- 
est distress, how perfect was his resignation ? 
tlow amiably did he converse? How unblam- 
ably did he live? How nobly did he die? And 
can [ reconcile the appearance of such virtue 
with the mean and interested views of an ambi- 
tious impostor ? Is it credible, that such pure 
streams should proceed from a corrupt fountain ? 

Many, who reject the claims, and deny the mi- 
racles of Jesus Christ, admit the moral excellen- 
cy of hischaracter. A greater inconsistency can- 
not be conceived ! What, is it no offence against 
the iaws of meralily to appeal to works never 
performed ; and to pretend to the,.exercise of 
powers, which never existed? Are deliberate 
taise hood, imposition, and hypocrisy, to be erased 
from the catalogue of crimes? is impiety ne 
sta'a ? And to die with an obstinate and _ inflexi- 
bie adherence to false pretensions, is there noth- 
ing immorai in such behaviour? I confess, ! 
have very different views of right and wrong. 
And I feel a strong conviction, that faisehood and 
deceit, tor whatever purpose they may be em- 
ployed ; and to whatever end they may be di- 
rected, are to the last degree, criminal and dis- 
graceful. 

Yet, this accusation must be brought against 
Jesus Clarist, if he did no miracle ; and was only 
a self commissioned reformer. He certainly did 
profess to work miracles; and he did appeal tc 
them, 2s divine attestations to his sacred charac- 
ter. If he insisted, that he was sent of God to 
enlighten and save mankind, he was careful to 
add, “* ‘The works, which I do, they bear witness 
of me.’ [must therefore, deny that he was that 
excellent person, which some modern unbelievers 
profess to‘esteem him. Or I must admit the re- 
ality of those miracles, to which he so often, and 
with so much solemnity, appealed. There is no 
other alternative. [t cannot be, that he was a 
splendid pattern of pure and sublime morality ; 
whilst his mission, and supernatural powers, were 
an artful pretence. , 

Reduced then, to the necessity either of admit- 
ting, together with the moral excellencies, the 
miracles of Jesus, or of rejecting both, I can, 
without difficulty make up my judgment. How- 
ever unphilosophical it may be thought, 1 am 
persuaded, that he * did such works as no man 
could perform, unless God were with him.” 
Yes notwithstanding the metaphysic of some, and 
the sneers of others, I do believe that he appeal- 
ed to facts, when he said, “ The blind see; the 
lame walk; the lepersare cleansed; the deaf 
hear; and the dead are raised.” God, who or- 
dained the laws of nature, can certainly control 
or suspend them. Nor is there any thing absurd 
in the supposition, that occasions may offer, on 
which such an application of almighty power 
may be worthy of God; and reflect honour on 
his wisdom and benevolence. 

[tis true, such interruptions of the general 
course of nature are not visible at the present 
age. Our eyes have never been gratified with 
the sight of a miracle. But this is no proof, that 
the eyes of other men in other ages, have impos- 
el upon their understandings. The king of Siam, 
because he had never seen ice, denied the possi- 
bility ofits existence. His narrow experience, 
under a burning sun, was opposed to the testimo- 
ny of acredible witness. If this prince had been 
ametaphysician, with what a multiplicity of ar- 
guments, would he have encountered and over- 
wheimed the European, who related the effects 
of coid upon the waters of his country? If he 
had been a philosopher, how learnedly would he 
have reasoned upon the elementary particles of 
fluids ; and from their spherical form, how easily 
would he have demonstrated the impossibility of 
congelation ? But what is logick, when oppos- 
ed to fact? 

The miracles, ascribed to Jesus Christ, and the 
apostles, rest upon the same foundation with 
other articles, which we find in the narratives of 
his life. They have not come down to us 
through the channel of tradition; but by means 
of a formal record, made by persons, who declare 
themselves witnesses of the scenes which they 
deserbe, Nor are they introduced into these 
rcords merely by way of ornament; or to ani- 
mate a dull narration; they are an essential part 
of the work. In the same page, we find the 
miracles and moral lessons of Jesus Christ. In 





the same artless manner, they are both related. 
For which reason, I feel myself unable to draw 
the line, where truth ends; and fiction begins. 
All my information concerning Jesus Christ, is 
derived from the same source. Where testimo- 


fore, admit the whole; or reject the whole. | 
mention this, because some have professed to be- 
lieve the history of our Lord’s discourses, whilst 
they denied that of his miracles. But these ar- 
ticles are so connected, that there can be no dis- 
crimination. If an evangelist deserves crédit, 
when he solemnly declares the things which he 
heard; why not, when he as solemniy declares 
the facts which he saw? Why should I ascribe 
more veracity to his ears, than to his eyes ? 

That the miracles of Jesus stand as fairly re- 
corded as his moral instructions, is not however, 
my only reason for believing them. Certain 
events, which took place at the memorable period, 
when these miracles are said to have been ex- 
hibited, are a demonstration of their reality. | 
find, that multitudes, who had the best means of 
informing their minds on this subject ; and who 
could have detected the imposition,ifany had been 
practised, were fully persuaded, that supernatu- 
ral powers had been exercised by Christ and his 
apostles. So strong was their conviction, that it 
overcame early habits ; and induced them io em- 
brace the religious system, which appealed to this 
evidence. Nor was this all; it overcame the 
apprehensions of contempt, of worldy losses, of 
every species of injury, and ofa cruel and infa- 
mous death. Upon the principie of miracles, it 
is easy to account for this magaanimity. But, if 
the Christian record of miracles be a mere fable, 
how came the conviction oftheir reality to take 
possession of so many fair and honest minds; and 
to produce such astonishing eflects ? Why did 
they believe, who were placed beyond the reach 
of imposition ; and who could have no motive to 
assent to the powers, claimed by the founder, and 
first preachers of religion, but the certainty that 
they existed? -T am free to confess, that the faith 
of multitudes, sithated as they were, has great in- 
fluence in confifm.jgs my own. 

But to pursue Me ercumedit Ibelieve the mi- 
racies recorded in the New Testament, because 
they were not called in qnestion by early infidels. 
Che Jews were compelled to own, that the pow- 
ers, occasionally exercised by Jesus Christ, were 
supernatural. ‘This man doeth many miracles,” 
was the confession even of the priests and phari- 
sees. And the modern Jews do not pretend to 
deny, that the founder of the Christian sect per- 
formed many things, which no man could do, un- 
less he were assisted by invisible agents. But, to 
avoid the consequences of sucha concession, they 
both ascribe his miracles to an infernal cause. 
Sacceeding unbelievers were likewise as well 
convinced of this part of our Lord’s history. 
Julian ackowledges, that Christ opened the eyes 
of the blind; restored limbs to the lame; and 
recovered demoniacs from their malady. But 
he intimates, that these are no very extraordi- 
nary feats. And Celsus, another violent enemy to 
Christianity, not presuming to deny the mighty 
works of Jesus, endeavours to depreciate them, 
by pretending that he learned magic in Egypt. 
Besides, it is well known, taat because the mira- 
cles of Christ could not be denied, attempis were 
made to eclipse their glory. Appollonius Tyan- 
zeus was brought into public view by two unbe- 
lievers, as a person, whose powers exceeded 
those of Jesus. The concessions of Julian and 
Celsus, and this attempt to set up a rival to the 
Saviour, may be easily accounted for, if we admit 
that signs were displayed ; and miracles perform- 
ed by him. Bat ifhis supernatural powers were 
an artful pretence, why did not these adversaries 
publish the imposition? ‘They did not want sa- 
gacity to detect any unfair@ealing. And such a 
discovery would have given the triumph to their 
cause. ‘That early unbelievers, and some of 
them persons of the most extensive information ; 
that a Julian and a Celsus did not deny the mira- 
cles of Christ, is with mea very strong argu- 
ment in favour of those miracles. And combined 
with other evidence, this circumstance is sufhi- 
c.ent for my conviction. 

Finally, the lying wonders, and pretended mi- 
racles of impostors, are a proof that supernatural 
powers have been employed for religious purpo- 
ses. ‘This appears to be the just conclusion from 
these facts. Impostors would not have had re- 
conrse to such aris, if they had not known the 
success of real miracles. Would counterfeits 
have found their way into circulation, if their 
never had been genuine coin? Did not the lat- 
ter unquestionably suggest the former? We 
may be assured, that pretended miracles would 
never have enriched the legend of a saint, if re- 
al miracles had never attracted the attention of 
mankind. Supernatural powers have -been feign- 
edin later times, because, in the primitive ages, 
such powers really existed. And lying wonders, 
at the tomb of the Abbe De Paris, came in aid of 
his doubtful reputation, because the tomb of 
Christ was the scene of wonders and signs, which 
gave immortal splendor to his character; and 
ensured the final triumphs of his cause. 

I have now assigned the various reasons, on 
which I ground my assent to the miracles, which 
stand recorded in the Christian volume. I be- 
lieve them, because they rest on the same histor- 
ic evidence, with the moral instructions, and 
common facts contained in that book. I believe 
them, because co-temporary and subsequent 
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events were such as might have been expected, 
from the operation of miracles on the human 
mind. I believe them, because the early oppo- 
sers of Christianity did not call them in question. 
And I believe them, because their reality appears 
tome, to be a fair deduction from many unsuc- 
cessiul attempts to imitate, and to rival them. 
Thus convinced of the supernatural powers of 
Jesus Christ and the apostles, | am persuaded that 
they spake by authority ; and consequently, that 


, the religious system, which derives its name from 


the former, is not only superior to all others, 
but that it is prvive. [ To be continued. 
e_—=_ oo 
Objections to Unitarian Christianity con- 
sidered. 
(Continued from p. 21.) 

6. Another objection to our views, is, that they 
lead to a rejection of revelation. Unitarianism 
has been pleasantly called * a balf-way house to 
infidelity.” Now to this objection we need not 
oppose general reasonings. We wiil state a 
plainfact. It is this. A large proportion of the 
most able and illustrious defenders of the truth 
of Christianity have been Unitarians ; and our 
religion hasreceived from them, to say the least, 
as important service in its conflicts with infideli- 
ty, as from any class of Christians whatever. From 
the long catalogue of advocates of Christianity 


.| among Unitarians, we can select now but a few ; 


but these few are a host.—The name of John 
Locke is familiar to every scholar. He is re- 
vered as the father of the true philosophy of the 
human mind; nor is this his highest praise. His 
writings on goyernment and toleration contribut- 
ed more than those of any other individual, to 
the diffusion of free and generous sentiments 
through Europe and America; and perhaps Bishop 
Watson has not greatly exaggerated, when he says, 
* This great man has done more for the estab- 
('shment of pure Christianity than any author | 
am acquainted with.” He was a laborious and 
successful student of the scriptures. His works 
on the “ Epistles of Paul,’ and on the “* Reason- 
ableness of Christianity,’’ formed an era in sa- 
cred literature ; and he has the honour of having 
shed a new and bright light on the darkest parts 
of the New Testament, and in general on the 
Christian system. Now Locke, be it remember- 
ed, was a Unitarian.—We pass to another intel- 
ectuat prodigy, to Newton, a name which every 
man of learning pronounces with reverence ; for 
t reminds liim of faculties so exalted above those 
of ordinary men, that they seem designed to help 
our conceptions of superior orders of being. ‘his 
great man, who gained by intuition what others 
reap from laborious research, after explormg 
the laws of the universe, turned for light and 
hope to the Bible ; and although his theological 
works cannot be compared with Locke’s, yet in 
his illustrations of the prophecies and of scrip- 
ture chronology, and in his criticisms on two 
doubtful passages,* which are among the chief 
supports of the doctrine of the Trinity, he is 
considered as having rendered valuable service 
to the Christian cause. Newton too was a Uni- 
tarian. Weare not accustomed to boast of men, 
or to prop our faith by great names ; for Christ 
and He only is our master ; but it is with plea- 
sure, that we find in our ranks the most gifted, 
sagacious and exalted minds ; and we cannot but 
smile, when we sometimes hear from men and 
women of very limited culture, and with no ad- 
vantages for enlarged inquiry, reproachful and 
contemptuous remarks on a doctrine, which the 
vast intelligence of Locke and Newton, after 
much study of the scriptures, and in opposition 
to a prejudiced and intolerant age, received as 
the truth of God. It is proper to state, that 
doubts have lately been raised as to the religious 
opinions of Locke and Newton, and fora very 
obvious reason. In these times of growing light, 
their names have been found too useful to the 
Unitarian cause. ut the long and general belief 
of the Unitarianism of these illustrious men, can 
hardly be accounted for, but by admitting the fact ; 
and we know of no serious attempts to set aside 
the proofs on which this belief is founded. 

We pass to another writer, who was one of the 
brightest ornaments of the church of England 
and of the age in which he lived, Dr. Samuel 
Clarke. In classical literature and in metaphy- 
sical speculation, Dr. Clarke has a reputation 
which needs no tribute at our hands. His ser- 
mons are an invaluable repository of scriptural 
criticism ; and his work on the evidences of -na- 
tural and revealed religion, has ever been con- 
sidered as one of the ablest vindications of our 
common faith. ‘This great man was a Unitarian. 
He believed firmly that Jesus was a distinct be- 
ing from his Father, and a derived and depend- 
ent being; and he desired to bring the liturgy of 
his church into a correspondence with these doc- 
trines. 

To those who are acquainted with the memo- 
rable infidel controversy in the early part of the 
last century, excited by the writings of Boling- 
broke, Tindal, Morgan, Collins, and Chubb, it will 
be unnecessary to speak of the zeal and power 
with which the Christian cause was maintained 
by learned Unitarians. But we must pass over 
these to recal aman, whose memory is precious 
to enlightened believers ; we mean Lardner, that 
most patient and successful advocate of Christiani- 
ty; who has written, we believe, more largely 
than any other author, on the evidences of the 








# 1 John v. '7.—1 Tim. iii. 16. 





gospel; from whose works later authors have 
drawn as from a treasure house ; and whose pu- 
rity and mildness have disarmed the severity and 
conciliated the respect of men, cf very different 
views from hisown. Lardner was a Unitarian.— 
Next to Lardner, the most laborious odvocate of 
Christianity against the attacks of infidels, in our 
own day, was Priestly; and whatever we may 
think of some of his opinions, we believe that 
none of his opposers ever questioned the impor- 
tance of his vindications of our common faith. To 
these we might, perhaps, add another distinguish- 
ed name. Paley has no where declared himself a 
Unitarian. But in his writings we find no traces 
of Trinitarianism ; and the uniform impression 
which his works have left in our minds, is, that 
he considered Christ as a distinct being from his 
Father, and a derived and subordinate being.— 
We certainly do not say too much, when we 
affirm that Unitarians have not been surpassed 
by any denomination in zealous: substantial ser- 
vice to the Christian cause. Yet we are told, 
that Unitarianism leads to infidelity. We are 
reproached with defection fram that religion, 
round which we have gathered in the day of its 
danger, and from which, we trust, persecution 
and death cannot divorce us. 

It is indeed said, that instances have occurred 
of persons, who having given up the Trinitarian 
doctrine, have not stopt there, but have resigned 
one part of Christianity after another, until they 
have become thorough infidels. 'I'o this we 
answer, that such instances we lave never 
known ; but that such should occur is not impro- 
bable, and is what we even should expect; for 
it is natural, that when the mind has detected 
one error in its creed, it should distrust every 
other article, and should exchange its blind and 
hereditary assent for a sweeping scepticism. 
We have examples of this truth at the present mo- 
ment, both in France and Spain, where multi- 
tudes have proceeded from rejecting Popery to 
absolute Atheism. Now who of us will argue, 
that the Catholick faith is true, because multi- 
tudes who relinquished it, have also cast away 
every religious principle and restraint ; and if 
the argument be not sound on the side of Popery, 
how can it be pressed into the service of Trini- 
tarianism ? The fact is, that false and absurd 
doctrines, when exposed, have a natural tenden- 
cy to beget scepticism in those who received 
them without reflection. None are so likely to 
believe too little as those who have begun with 
believing too much ; apd hence we charge upon 
Trinitarianism whatever tendency may exist in 
those who forsake it, to sink gradually into in- 
fidelity. 

Unitarianism does not lead to infidelity. 
the contrary, its excellence is, that it fortifies 
faith. Unitarianism is Christianity stripped of 
those corrupt additions, which shock reason and 
our moral feelings. It is a rational and amiable 
system, against which no man’s understanding 
or conscience or charity or piety revolts. Can 
the same be said of that system, which teaches 
the doctrines of three equal persons in one God, 
of natural and total depravity, of infinite atone- 
ment, of special and electing grace, and of the 
everlasting misery of the non-elected part of 
mankind. We believe that unless Christianity 
be purified from these corruptions, it will not be 
able to bear the unsparing scrutiny to which the 
progress of society is exposing it. We believe 
that it must be reformed, or intelligent men will 
abandon it. As the friends of Christianity, and” 
the foes of infidelity, we are therefore solicitous 
to difiuse, what seem to us nobler and juster 
views of this divine system. 

It was our purpose to consider one more objec- 
tion to our views, viz. that they give no consola- 
tion in sickness and death. But we have only 
time to express amazement at such a charge. 
What! A system, which insists with a peculiar 
energy on the pardoning mercy of God, on his 
universal and parental love, and on the doctrine 
of a resurrection and immortality, such a system 
unable to give comfort? It unlocks infinite 
springs of consolation and joy, thd gives to him 
who practically receives it,a living, overflowing, 
and unspeakable hope. Its power to sustain the 
soul in death has been often tried ; and did we 
believe dying men to be inspired, or that peace 
and hope in the last hours were God’s seal to 
the truth of doctrines, we should be able to set- 
tle at once the controversy about Unitarianism. 
A striking example of the power of this system 
in disarming death, was lately given by a young 
minister in a neighbouring town,* known to many 
of our readers, and singularly endeared to his 
friends by eminent Christian virtue. He was 
smitten with sickness in the midst ofa useful and 
happy life, and sunk slowly to the grave. His 
religion, and it was that which has now been 
defended, gave habitual peace to his mind, and 
spread a sweet smile over his pale countenance. 
He retained his faculties to his last hour; and 
when death came, having left pious counsel to 
the younger members of his family, and expres- 
sions of gratitude to his parents, he breathed out 
life, in the language of Jesus, “ Father, into thy 
hands I commit my spirit.” Such was the end 
of one who held, with an unwavering faith, the 
great principles which we have here advanced; 
and yet our doctrine has no consolation, we aré’ 
told, for sickness and death ! 

We have thus endeavoured to meet the objections 
which are commonly urged against our views of 


*Rev. John E. Abbot, of Salem. 
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religion ; and we have done this, not to build up 
@ party, but to pronyote views of Christ.anity, 
which seem to us pafucuiarly suited to atrength- 
en men’s jath in it, and to make it fruitful 
of gcod works and holy lives. Christian virtue, 
Chrisiiin Loiiness, Love to God and man, these 
are ali which we think worth contending for ; 
and these we believe to be intimately connected 
with the system now maintained. [fin this we err, 
may God discover our error and disappoint our 


eitorts.— We ask nosuccess, but what He may) 


approve—no progelytes, but such as will be im- 
proved and rendered happier by the adoption of 
our views. 
——=) oo 
From the Liberal Recorder. 

Mr. Eprron—T here is a practice, very gene- 
ralif not universal, among that class ot Chris- 
tians who call themselves orthodox, which | 
know not how te reconcile to the word of God, 
or a good conscience. [mean the practice of 
ascribing distinet and equal honours and praises 
to the Father, f:on and Holy Ghost, in their pray- 
ers and in thea’ songs. If any part of divine re- 
velation be obligatory, that part must be so 
which instructs us in the nature of that worship 
which is to be paid to him who made us, and the 
manner in whieh it ought to be performed. Now 
we say, without fear of contradiction, that the 
form of Doxologies used by the orthodox, 1s 
wholly unwarranted by the word of God—that «t 
haz neither precept nor example to plead in its 
favour, from Genesis to Revelations—and ws 
shouid therefore think that no conscientious chris- 
tian, knowing this fact, would dare to use sucl: 
doxologies. Whether there be a Trinity of per- 
sons in the Supreme Being, is not the questior 
now under consideration. Our position is mere- 
ly this, that if there be a Trinity, neither Moses 
nor the prophets, Christ nor his apostles ever 
worshipped God in that character, nor did thes 
instruct their followers so to worship, nor 
give them permission so to’ do. Nor could 
this omission be accidental or unintentional in the 
sacred writers. The subject of prayer was fre- 
quently on their lips. Our Lord im particular 
not only taught his disciples to pray, but afier 
noticing the abuses which had crept into the 
pravers of the Scribes and Pharisees, tells them 
in what manner they were to perform this duty. 
Although he well knew that the Jews un:formls 
worshipped but one God in one person, he never 
intimated that such worship was contrary to the 
law or the prophets—he never says that it was 
not so in the beginning—he never attempts t. 
change it by commanding them to worship the 
* three-fold distinct.ons” of Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost ; but on the contrary, instructs them to 
pray “ after this manaer,” and then gives them 
a pattern of prayer addressed to one God in one 
person. ‘Towards the close of his ministry, he 
further instructed them m prayer, and directed 
them after his resurrection to offer the:r prayers 
to God in his name, as their Mediator; inform- 
ing them at the same time*that this would be a 
new mode of worship. “ Hitherto ye have ask- 
ed nothing in my name.”—But while he autho- 
rizes them to pray in his name, he gives them no 
perm.ssion to address their prayers to a pleurality 
of persons, but on the contrary prohibits’ their 
pie .agtohim. “ In that day (after his resur- 
rection) ye shall ask me nothing. Whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give 
it you.” Was ever language more plain? And 
was there evera plainer departure from a well 
defined duty, than the mede of worsh:p adopted 
in our orthodox churches ? 

It is true, that the most strenuous Trinitarians 
do not always use Trinitarian doxologies. They 
sometimes direct their ascriptions to the only wise 
Giod—to the king eternal, immortal, &c. but at 
other times to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the floly Ghost. Now if it be necessary to 
worship God as a being of three names, of three 
unknown distinctions, or three unintelligible per- 
sons—then why not worship him so uniformly? 
If this mysterious, unintelligible and unscripturai 
form of worship be not necessary, then why adopt 
itatall? As it is unauthorized on earth so, if 
we may believe St. John, it is not the worship 
of Heaven. He, in his visions, saw but one 
throne and but one person thereon. We there- 
fore intreat our orthodox brethren, and espe- 
cially our orthodox pastors and teachers, as they 
regard the word of God, and the examples of ali 
inspired men, as they regard a good conscience 
and a pure and intelligible form. of worship, to 
inquire if they have not departed from the in- 
stituted worship of the gospel, in words at least, 
if not indeed ; and if it be not more becoming 
Christians, who profess to make the Bible their 
rule af faith and practice, to address the divinity 
we adore in the words which the Holy Ghost 
teaches, rather than in those devised by the wis- 
dom of man. Bisvarian. 
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‘There is probably, no part of the Bible more 
frequently and more confidently appealed to, in 
| support of the doctrine of particular uncondition- 
| al election, than those passages in the ninth chap- 
ter of Romans, which relate to Jacob and Esau- 
The 11th, 12th, and 13th verses of this chapter 
are thought by many to be conclusive on the sub- 
ject. It is pretended that this election was a spe- 
cial choice of Jacob to the enjoyment of eternal 
salvation, and the utter exclusion and eternal con- 











demnation of Esau, before either of them 
were born. In other words, that Jacob was loy- 


ed, and Esau hated, without any reference to 
their respective moral characiers. 

Now we maintain, (for we think we can satis- 
actorily prove) that this is an entire perversion 
of the true meaning of the apostle. 

In the first place in our view there is a total 
misapprehension of the meaning of the word elec- 
tion. And in the second place there is a false ap- 
plication, as it regards time, of the verse which 
says ** Jacob have | loved, and Esau have I hat- 


ed.” 


these 


It is in vain to think of understanding 
passages, without faithfully attending 
io the context, and considering the original con- 
aexion andappl.ication of the 12th and 13th verses 
which are quotations from the Old Testament. 

In the first place let it be observed that this 
election is not an individual but a national elec- 
tion. The eleventh and twelfth verses read thus, 
‘For the children being not yet born neither having 
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God,ac- 
cord.ng to election might stand, not of works, but 
of him that calleth, it was said unio her, (Rebec- 
ca) the elder shall serve the younger.’ Let us 
turn now to Gen. xxv. 23. from whence the last 
verse is quoted,and endeavour to ascertain its 
orginal intention and applcation. We find from 
this verse as it stands in Genesis, that when God 
spake to Rebecca respecting her children, pre. 
viously to their birth, he did not speak ef them 
in their individual capacity as subjects of favour 
or disapprobation, but referred to them in a gene- 
ral manner, only as the fathers of those future 
aations, the Israelites and Edemites, He calls 
these children of Rebecca, * two nations,” ** tw« 
manner of people,” and as it were identitie 
these nations by their progenitors. But what is the 
prediction which is here utiered respecting them 
Is it, (as many readers of the 9th chapter of Re- 
mans imagine) that Jacob shall be eternall 
accepted aud blessed, whilst Esau shall be eter 
nally cast out as a subject of divine wrath? No 
lt cannot be shown that it has the 
most distant reference to the final moral cond ticr 
of these individuals. 


far from this. 


It is simply a prediction re- 
lative to the future temporal condition and c'r- 
cumstances of the different “nations” or * man- 
ner of people” which should spring from them 
lt is the simple declaration, that “ the elder shal! 
serve the younger.” Now if we consider this 
as said of Esau and Jacob in their individual ca 
pacity,—then it was a false prediction. It is ne 
true that Esau was ever personally the servant of 
Jacob. But, in the national sense, it was true 
From 2 Samuel, viii. 14. we find that in the dave 
of David, the Edomites, who were the descend- 
ants of Esau, did become servants to the Israel- 
ites. It is written, “And he put garrisons ip 
Edom, and all they of Edom became David's ser- 
vants.”” In a national sense then, and in a nation- 
al sense only, was this prediction true; and in 
this sense beyond ali controversy, it was uttered. 
Thus we perceive that the supporters of the 


i! modern dectrine of election. mistake the kénd of 


election alluded to in these passages. They un- 
dersiand that which is only general and national, 
to be personal and indiv:dual. 

We have said that those who endeavour to 
support the doctrine of unconditional election 
from the verses in Romans abofe quoted, not 
enly misapprehend the meaning of the word | 
election, but are alsé guilty of a mistake as it 





* Excessive confidence in religion is hardly to 
be distinguished from arrogance. It is never the 
means and seldom the consequence of a religious 
life. Let us not trust, then, too much to any 
temporary excitements in religion; and much 
less think ourselves secure, because we have 
made a competent profession of our faith. Let 
us remember, too, that no man is allowed to 
make wanton trial of his faith and virtue. A 
man may be justly left to be overcome by a trial, 
which he has presumptuously sought, when he 
might have triumphed overa temptation and 
stood a test, which was pesented to him in the 
ordinary course of providence. The spirit of 
the Christian life is, indeed, a spirit of power and 
fortitude: but it is always joined with humility, 
distrust of one’s self, humble estimation of our 
own powers, and deep sensibility of the infirmity 
of human virtue. The daily prayer of the Chris- 
tian is—lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. Let him who thinketh he stand- 
eth, take heed lest he fall.” 


regards the application of the verse, * Jacob 
have | loved, but Esau have I hated.” As this 
| verse is quoted by the apostle in connexion with 
the prediction recorded in Genesis, it is consider- 
ed by many as having been uttered at the same 
time, and as expressive of the sentiments of 
Deity respecting them previously to their birth. 
A very little attention to the subject will show 
the error of this conclusion. In the 12th verse, 
the apostle quotes from Genesis the prediction 
that the “ eldershou!d serve the younger,”"—and 
in immediate connexion with it, in the 13th 
verse, he quotes a passage from the first chapter 
of the prophecy of Malachi, where the prophet 
represents God as declaring the fulfilment of the 
prediction in Genesis. “ Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother ? saith the Lord. Yet I loved Jacob 
and hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his 











| heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness.” 





The 13th verse, then, which was originally 
uttered long after the fulfilment of the predic- 
tion, was quoted by the apostle simply for the 
purpose of proving its fulfilment, and not with 
any reference to Jacob and Esau, as it regards 
their individual standing in the favour of Heaven. 

The doctrine of a particular and positive de- 
sienation of individuals to future happiness or 
misery, previously to their having opportunity to 
merit either by their good or bad conduct, must 
we think, strike with cisgust & even with horror, 
every mind whose ideas of justice, and of the 
irue character of God are not thoroughly 
perverted by the influence of false systems 
of theology. But the election alluded to by the 
apostle in those yerses in the ninth chapter of 
Romans which refer to Esau, and Jacob,—viz. a 
national election, may be not only perfectly con- 
sistent with the justice, but may result from the 
benevolence of Deity. ‘The temporal comforts 
and happiness of the descendants of Lsau were 
perhaps as many and as great as were those of 
the posterity of Jacob. And though the Israel- 
ites enjoyed some advantages of religious know- 
ledge and virtue, which the Edomites did not,— 
yet the all-wise, and perfectly just and benevo- 
lent Being, who saw fit to make this distinction, 
—ne will be the final Judge both of the Edomites 
and Israelites. And He too will judge them, noi 
after the manuer of those who in modern times 
assume h.s office, by their crveds, but “ by their 
works ; nor need we indulge the apprehension 
that he will not do it with the most equitable and 
righteous allowance for their respecting advanta- 
ges or disadvantages. 

et: Ft 
LICENTIOUS POEMS. 

A communication appeared in the Daily Ad- 
vertiser and Repertory of last week upon the 
subject of the re-publ.cat on in this country os 
the immoral poems of Lord Byron and of Moore 
Although it is mortifying to reflect that amonzs. 
those who wield so powerful an instrument a 
the press is, for increasing the lcentiousness, 0: 
promoting the virtue of the community, ther« 
should be found any who think so little of the rc- 
sponsibleness of their profession, or who are s 
unprincipled, as to become the active instrument 
of spreading through the country the poison ci 
an immoral preduction; yet it is on the other 
hand a subject of congratulation that we hav: 
amongst us those who are so quick to discern, ane 

o bold in holding up to pubhe scorn such gros 
'eviations from all that is chaste and weil-princi 
pled. Itis also gratifying to find that the editors o 

ur public papers generally, are so ready to tend 
‘heir aid in discountenancing and frowning upon 
‘very such instance of disrespect to the mo- 
‘al feelings and taste of the community. We 
Joubt not that those of our readers who have not 
een the communication alluded to, will think 
We 
rope, at least, that it may strengthen them in their 


‘heir time well occup.ed in perusing it. 


resolutions to discountenance by every fair and 
onourable effort the sale of these productions. 


“ We regret to see that some of our most re- 
pectable booksellers do not refrain from ofter:ng 
orsale such works as Lord Byron’s, Don Juan, 
sad the collection of Moore’s Poems, which con- 
ains those ofthe most licentious character, which 
¢ has himself expunged from the last edition. 
Ve beheve that it is only necessary to call their 
attention and that of the public to this subject in 
order to effect the discontinuance of the practice. 
They would, we have no doubt, be very unwil- 
\ing to be publishers of these works ; and we con- 
ceive there is no fair distinction to be made be- 
tween publishing themand offering them for sale. 
Mhey would think it, we believe, discreditable, 
and almost infamous to circulate freely such books 
as Paine’s Age of Reason. Buta book in which 
the truths of religion are attacked by arguments 
however coarse, is less dangerous than one, in 
which these truths are treated with entire disre- 
card and contempt; and in which the passions 
and the senses are addressed ina manner implying 
that religion and morality are but idle names.— 
There are few offences ofa darker hue than for 
a poet of genius so to pervert the gifts of heaven, 
thatthe tendency of his writings shall be to pol- 
‘ute the minds and debauch the, morals of his read- 
ers; and every one who contributes to the circu- 
lation ofsuch works, ought to consider very set*- 
ously whether he isnot becoming an accessary to 
the crime. Of Lord Byron’s Don Juan, a notice 
appeared in the Christian Disciple, vol. IL. 
p. 415, from which we give the following ex- 
iract ;7°— 

* We do not know that there is, in the whole com- 
pass of Fnglish literature, a poem, more thoroyghly im- 
moral, than Lord Byron’s Don Juan. It is written ina 
sort of drunken defiance and mockery of all that is de- 
cent and honourable. Its wit consists in degrading the 
better and holier affections by associations with some- 
‘hing mean and vile. Its subjects of ridicule are reli- 
zion, and virtue, and human misery. The laugh raised 
is sometimes such as its author might enjoy, if he were 
to go to a hospital to torment the sick and dying, and 
then jeer at their outcries and uncouth contortions ; and 
at other times, the merriment is of the same character, 
as he might feel in decoying a modest and respectable 
woman into a brothel, and making jests upon her con- 
fusion and tears. The brutal and unmanly attack upon 
his wife, near the commencement of the poem, corres- 
ponds with all that follows ; and, we may add, corres- 
ponds but too well with some other publications of its 
author.—The writer of this work has exibited himself 
in the lowest state of moral degradation, as a profligate 





and shameless buffoon, taking pleasure in exciting dit. 
gust and contempt. His morbid love of beng talked 
about in some way or another, his feverish craving 
notoriety, the great secret of many of his vices ane fo].”) 


lies, will hardly fin:! gratification hereafter by the same - 


kind of writing.—-Since the publication of this poem. hg 
has put it out of his power to surprise the world, or ex. 
cile its attention, by any outrage upon decency, how. 
ever loathsome or strange. It has been said that there 
are passages of fine poetry in thfis publication. It may 
be so. We are not intrepid enough to admire and rej. 
ish fine poetry, when found in such a connexion. Ag 
cording to the best theory of taste the criinson of a rose. 
cancer would be as beautiful as that of the rose itsely 
if it were not for our ass@ciations ; and when we can “a 
far overcome the force of these asscciations, as to be de. 
lighted with the former, we may then, perhaps, look out 
for the beauties of Don Juan. 

“Weare informed that when the two first cantos of 
this poem were sent in manuscript to England, Lord 
Byron’s publisher, Mr. iurray, deciined to publish 
them. They were accordingly returned to the author, 
He sent them back with some alierations, and the 


were then published, but not with Mr. Murray's name, * 


Two additional cantos have since been sent, which that 
rentleman, we understand, positively declines being the 
agent in giving to the public. We wish that the con. 
duct of some of our American beoksellers did not prew 
sent a striking contrast to what has just been stated” 
No sooner did this infamous pocm appear in England, 
than an edition of it was issucd from one of the presses 
in New York; and now within a fow weeks, we have 
an edition of Lord Byron’s works, in which this poem, 
is, for the first time, imeorporated, published by Wil. 
liam B. Gilley, of New York. We should rejoice, if 
there should be moral fe« line enough im the community 
to leave the edition upon the pubtisher’s hands.—The 
man who would commit such a work to the press and 
increase as far as possible, its circulation by connecting 
it with the other works of Lord Byron, would, without 
doubt, print as many copics of Voltaire’s Pucelle Or. 
leans, as he could hope to find a sale tov.” 
<i 
For the Christian Register. 

Mr. Enrror.—In intreducing the following let- 
ter of a distinguished Unitarian to the notice 
of your readers, it mav be proper to state, that 
it was written only four or five days subsequent 
to the wanten and cruel destruction of his house, 
books, manuscripts, and philosophical apparatus, 
by the hands of an infuriated mob; and that the 
etier is addressed to the very persons who had 
nficted upon him so great and irreparable an 
njury. Dr. Priestly had incurred the displea- 
ware of his townsmen partly by his religious sen- 
“ments, but principally by the stand he took at 
he commencement of the French Revolution, in 

apport of what was then deemed the cause of 
true Liberty. The letter breathesa spirit of for- 
riveness and candonr which is very amiable, and 
vhich cannot far, | think, to produce a favoura- 
hie impression of the man on every unprejudiced 
mind. Indeed I have often thought, that there 
have been few persons in any are, who have ex- 
‘bited more traits of the Christian temper, or 
who have done more to serve the cause of God 
and man, than this Christian philosopher. 
PHILANDER. 

* To the Inhabitants of the town of Birmingham. 
“ My Townsmen and Neighhours. 

“* After living with you eleven years, in which you 
had uniform experience of my peaceful behaviour, in 
my attention to the quiet studies of mv profession, and 
‘hose of philosophy, | was far from expecting the inju- 
ries which I and my friends have lately received from 
you. But you have been misled. By hearing the Dis- 
senters, and particularly the Unitarian lissenters, con- 
inually railed at, as enemies to the present Govern- 
ment, in Church and State, you have been led to con- 
sider any injury done to us a meritorious thing; and, 
not having been better informed, the means were not 
attended to. When the object was right you thought 
the means could not be wrong. By the discourses of 
your teachers, and the exclamations of your superiors in 
general, drinking confusion and damnation to us (which 
is well known to have been their frequent practice,) 
your bigotry has been excited to the highest pitch, 
nothing having been said to you to moderate your pas- 
sions, but every thing to inflame them. Hence, with- 
out any consideration on your part, or on theirs, who 
ought to have known, and taught you better. vou were 
prepared for every species of outrage ; thinking that 
whatever you could do to spite and injure us, was for the 
support of Government, and especially the church. In 
destroying us you have been led to think you did God 
and your country the most substantial service. 

Happily, the minds of Fnglishmen have a horror of 
murder; and therefore you did not, | hope, think of 
that ; though, by your clamorous demanding of me at 
the hotel, it is probable that, at that time, some of you 
intended me some personal injury. But what is the 
value of life,ywhen every thing is done to make it wretch- 
ed? In many cases there would be greater mercy in 
dispatching the inhabitants, than in burning their 
houses. However, I infinitely prefer what I feel from the 
spoiling of my goods, to the disposition of those who 
have misled you. 

You have destroyed the most truly valuable and use- 
ful apparatus of philosophical instruments that perhaps 
any individual, in this or any other country, was ever 
possessed of; in my use of which, J annually spent large 


sums, With no pecuniary view whatever, but only in the. | 


advancement of science, for the benefit of my country 
and of mankind. You have destroyed a library, cor- 
responding to that apparatus, which no money can pur- 
chase except in a long course of time. But what I feel 
far more, you have destroyed manuscripts, which have 
been the result of the laborious study of many years, 
and which I shall never be able to recompose ; and this 
has been done to one who never did, or imagined you 
any harm. 

I know nothing more of the hand-bill, which is said 
to have enraged you so much, than any of yourselves; 
and I disapprove of itas much; thoveh it has been 
made the ostensible handle of doing infinitely more mis- 
chief than any thing of that nature could possibly have 
done.—!n the celebration of the French Revolution, at 
which I did not attend, the company assembled on the 
occasion only expressed their joy in the emancipation of 
a neighboring nation from tyranny, without intimating 
a desire of any thing more than such an improvement of 
our own Constitution, as all sober citizens of every per- 
suasion have long wished for. And though in answer to 


the gross and unprovoked calumnies of Mr. Madan and | 


others, I publicly vindicated my principles as a Dissent- 
er, it was only with plain and sober argument, and-with 
perfect good humor. We are better instructed in the mild 
and forbearing spirit of Christianity, than ever to think 


of having recourse to violence ; and can you think such » 


conduct as yours, any recommendation of your religious 
principles, in preference to ours? 

You are still more mistaken, if you imagine that this 
conduct of yours has any tendency to serve your cause, 
or to prejudice ours. It is nothing but reason and argu- 
ment that can ever support any system of religion. 
swer our aguments and your business is done ; but your 


having recourse to violence, is only a proof that you : 
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—>— 
SACRED RHETORIC. 
SENIOR CLASS. 
1. Importance of doctrinal Sermons—S. R. Arms. 2 
_Eamestmess in a preacher—J. Bennett. 3. Faults im 


‘the choice of text—N. B. Cook, 4. Ethical sermons! 


representaiion to | 





Tariar 


; 
ed Ascention, 26th tag says, ** We have ! 


. + +43 > te a Pa a 2 - Wee, 
os wee Port ruese and one ~paniarad mito Sierra i 
Leone. with 1000 slaves. There have been, to the 

immortal shame ef Porturval, Spain and France, wo les: | 


than 1090 slavers [ vessels! in the neighborhood of Fer- | 
sando Po, during the last twelve months. We hope | 
we have driven them from the Northern Coast, but 
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a ristian r she has erer- 
cised as Editor of the works of her hushand, these alone 
would entitle her toa place in the firs: rank { those, 
who have at once best rimdica‘- ji the ci s of rT sx 

i to the respect and gra le of the are, f mye 3 prove- 
ment they have ex edio it; and who hare given 
that impulse to public sentiment and f nz om the 
subsect of fem ule educatic: which society is now 50 
| much indebted, in its most intereriiag relations and in- 
tercourse. It is wel] known tha: Mir. Capne left a 


; er s | his “* Sermons,” adhd his “ Life of Christ.” we o ° 
FIRE IN HALIFAX. the labour, skill, and affection of her, who sretainod 
On Monday morning Sept. 179, a fire broke out in the and cheered. and blest the last vears of his rah e 
| part of the town near the Chocolate Fact ory, W hich life. But Mrs. Canppe was an natant also of a m«< aie 
| extended so rapidly that in about 3 hours twenty three | ,+ her huschand wihie h eve =. né er has read wil aie. 
houses wer esirorT et ibe fire onginaie ae in 4 bake knowle Aone tn < one of the hap seat « forts of th < kind 
ADC ~ i ‘ ic 4 C tidy nt : \ > Ee 3 
house, and we understand was occasioned by a A guanti- | ip the literature of the present day.” She was an‘! Re 
of wood, which had been nes i in an ove n for the also of a very interestiz > letter t i Mr W + oe st 
purpose of drying, and had been taken out and laid on | ge eubiect of pablic och saities+ ted of etias-Dintion 
a floor. Several persons were much injured at the fire, publications 7 ee ae et ee ens 
though mo lives wer? jost. jereatiy as she was admired and loved by her friends. as 
ene ee a ee jan J uthor 3 a i an — rT, still far groater was the affec- 
= al : rom tne \sazeit. — | tion with which they clunzto her in the intercourse of 
| Newly Inrented R idder.—The recent accident which | private life. The : st ial nis in the theological Semimary 
occured to the ship Sachem, Capt. Bancroft, of this | at York resorted to her. for the siodatieaad of a conver- 
port, in the loss of her rudder, in a tempestuous s¢€,! gation in which they never failed of Andine instruction 
-~ya5 — 7 wm tacratimnewrec ar chan r . ar ~¢ | a . WF . ar ; “ S ; 
should induc: all RQ vag ators and Sil] siya to adopt and excitement : and never dic: me. many one. make 
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ry Burne tt. of this town. has tecen 


n. h ly invented and } 
which i perfectly original m its! 
amply competent to supply the de- 


fect in the present mode of securing and shipping rad- 


patenied, a rodder, 
coustraction, and 


the very simple construction of this rudder, 
and the ¢ ruly orizit nad pars of shipping it, we really 
calculated to answer the desirable purpose in- 
i tended ; and we are warranted in this assertion by the 
é notices and opinions of many scientific and | 
| mantical men, who are confident of the value of this| 
new invention. 
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ah 


We recommend this subject to the attention of all 
merchants, igsurers, mariners, and more particulariy to 
ship builders. Mr. Burnett’s rooms are at No. 2, Scol-; 
lay’s Buildings, where a model of this useful invention 
may be seen, and where. I have no doubt, Mr. B. will 
be happy to give any explanations upon the sub- 
ject. A MERCHANT. 

—_—_—_——=_— oe 
Foreign Articles. 

By the ship Londen Packet, Capt. Tracy, which ar- 
rived at this port last evening from London, papers have 
been received from that city to Aug. 20, two days later | 
than by the fonmer arrivals. They contain no news of | 
importance. We learn from them that the King held | 
a private levee on the 15th, at the vice regal Park in| 
Dublin. His public entry into the city was to be made | 
on the 17th. The story of his having been assassinated 
was utterly without foundation. | 

There were no very definite accounts respecting the 
progress of affairs between Russia and Turkey, but it | 
was generally thought that the prospects were rather | 
more of a pacific character. 
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An English squadron consisting of five ships of war, 
came visited Patras about the end of Jane, had been 
permitted to pass the Dardanelles off Lepanto. The at- 
tack on Patras and to, by the Hydriotcs and 
other Greeks, had been abandoned three “days before, 
without success. The Hydriotes had captured a Turk- 
ish merchant ship off Passaro. 

News had been received from Madrid to Aug. 7. The 








| ty he was the minisier of W ethersheld. A few years 


love ; her name and services will be cherished im 
grateful and happy remembrance. 
—~ > 
For the Christian Register. 
OBITUARY. 

Died on the 13th inst. at Wethersfield, 
Marsh, D. D. the venerable and much beloved Pastor 
of that place, aged 79. Dr. Marsh was a native of 
this state, being born in Haverhill. He was cradnvaied 
at Harvard Universit¥, and filled the office of Tutor m 
_ Semimary. For many year: he * member of the 

orporation of Yale College, from which he received his 
Siiheion of Doctor in Divinity . Upwards of half a centa- 

azo 
his people settled a colleague, but Dr. Marsh con*in od 
to preach in his turn, up to his last sickness. He was 
gifted with a fiow of cheerfulness, and imnocent wit, 
which gave pleasure to old and young in obahever BO- 
ciety he mixed. The dignity and courteousness of 
his manners never forsook him. In his parish. be 
was greatly beloved, and reminded the observer of f the 
good minister in Goldsmith's Deserted Village. His 
mansion was the abode of hospitality ; Clergy and laity 
always found there a home. ‘In his tenets he was a 
moderate Calvinist ; but he had drank too deeply nto 
| the divine fountain to be embittcred towards opponents. 
| He cultivated the fi riendship of learned and pious cler- 
gymen of liberal sentiments in theology, aud ever ex- 
pressed his satisfaction in reading their publications, 
and in hearing them preach. He had an utter abhor- 


Conn. John 


TASCA 


rence of the pharisaic spirit which has occasionally dis- 


played itself im clerical ‘bodies and spoke in severe terms 
| of ambitious and intolerant men who strive to lord it 
over God's heritage. His discernment did not fail to de- 
tect in such the latent springs of a corrupt heart dis 
guised under the veil of zeal for the Lord. Dr. March 
took a warm interest in the public congems of his native 
and adopted states, and im the nation at large. Hie 
lived to a good old age, happy in his family and parish. 
In his last sickness the anticipation of that rest that re- 
maineth for the people of God cheered his steps to the 
ay filled him with holy joy and triumph. He lived 
in peace with all men, and died full of the Meu 
hope of immortality by Jesus Christ. S. A 
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POETRY. 
ON MY FATHER’S TOMB. 


BY JAMES G. PERCIVAL. 








No splendid stone adorns this honour’d dust, 
Or points me, where my father’s relics lie ; 
No beauteous urn, or nicely sculptur’d bust 
Recal hie once-lov’d image to my eye. 


But memory still his features can impart, 
When by his evening fire he sweetly smil’d, 
Or when with serious look and swelling heart 
He kindly check’d the wand’rings of his child. 


Ah! there are those, who gratefully can tell, 
How oft his skill detain’d the parting breath, 
Compos’d the tortur’d bosom’s throbbing swell, 
And smooth’d to soft repose the bed of death. 


Can tell, how oft he eas’d the racking pain, 
How oft he cool’d the fever’s burning glow, 
And bade fair health revisit once again 
The hapless child of sickness and of woe. 


All these can speak—althoygh no splendid tomb 
Recount his virtues or adorn his grave, 

No yew-trees weave their dark funereal gloom, 
Nor bending willows o’er his relics wave. 


See how the flow’ret blushes in the morn— 
A thousand colours o’er its bosom play ; 

But soon these hues, that nature’s robe adorn, 
Rent by the winds, are scatter’d far away. 


Tis thus with beauty, lovely, transient flower— 
How soon, alas! its maiden sweetness flies ; 
ow soon it fades in life’s declining hour, 


And in the dust a withering rose-bud lies. 


THE LOVE OF GOD. 


My Gon, permit a creeping worm to say, 
Thy spirit knows I love thee. Worthless wretch, 
To dare to love a Gop! But grace requires, 
And grace accepts. Thou-seest my labouring soul ; 
Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true ; 
Love divine 
Incamate love 


It bears the trying furnace. 
Constrains me ; I am thine. 
Has seiz’d and holds me in almighty arms : 
Here’s my salvation, my eternal hope, 
Amidst the wreck of worlds and dying nature. 
Iam the Lord’s, and he forever mine. 


WATTS. 
Tate. Ci 


ON PURITY OF HEART. 

Religion is designed to operate powerfully on 
our whole moral constitution. While it fills the 
heart with the love of God, it should also exalt 
and purify our motives of action. While it calls 
forth the tear of penitence, and lifts the soul in 
fervent prayer, it should also soften the mora! 
sensibility, sweeten the temper, and sanctify our 
most secret thoughts and purposes. ‘Too many 
persons are prone to take narrow and partial 
views of this subject. 

Noone will deny that religion should purify 
our most secret thoughts and feelings. No one 
will deny that our most secluded meditations 
shouid flow ina purified channel, should be un- 
sta. ned with ‘mproper desires, and avers.ons, and 
that our inmost feelings should be hailowed 
by an abiding sense of our responsibility, 
and of our constant exposure to the inspection | 
of an omniscient God. The same is true of 
what should be the cast of our familiar con- 
versation, for this is a sure index of our pre- 
va ling dispositions. Like the countenance, it | 
will speak the language of the heart. 

The Christian characier should present an as- 
sembiaze of moral beauties, and while we yieid 
the good man our respect, he should also com- 
mand our affections. Our Redeemer was the 
perfection of what is amiable as weal as of all 
that is great and geod. The moral beauty and 
consistency of his character throws the lovelies: 
charms of nature into the shade, and he who has 
not a heart to relish it, gives ev.dence ofa deplo- 
rable state of moral and religious feelings. 

The christian is not to be borne along through 
life, by a gale which now blows and now dies 
away; nor is he to float indolently along on the 
tide of hab t, nor yield to the impression of eve- 
ry sirrounding object. He is to be under the 
constant guidance of a holy sense of duty. This 
should operate as steady and as unifermly as an 
unchanging law of nature. It is this which should 
g ve life and enerey to his whole moral constitu- 
tien, which should vivify every portion of his 
soul, and convert the slightest act of his life into 
holiness. It shouid bend to its plastic influence 
the strength of his animal feelings ; it should sub- 
due and chasten his rebellious passion; it should 
open a never fa ling fountain in hissoul, of streams 
which will gladden the surrounding community. 
and spread a moral verdure over the whole 
sphere of his action. Nay it should send Iife in- 
to the intellect, and bend its sturdiest powers to 
the accomphshment of good purposes. The ima- 
gination too, should stoop to this controlling in- 
fluence, and every other power, speculative as 
well as active, should submit to. its sovereign 
sway. A mind thus regulated—a heart thus ex- 

alted and thus purified, will move in an elevated 
sphere, and in its pilgrimage on earth, drink in 
largely of the spirit of heaven. 

if we would attain purity of heart, we must 
pray to God for this purifying and sanctifying in- 
tluence, and for his aid in ertabling us faithfully 
to use and improve the gifts and blessings he is 
daily conferring upon us. 

A soul which neglects the gifts of God, which 
have flowed in upon it, cannot feel the want of 
more, and without this sense of want no prayer 
was ever made with sincerity and earnestness. 
Let the christian then look back on his past life 
and ask himself, have I availed myself as I ought 
of the means of greece? have I struggled with 
temptation and mortit..d my lusts ? have I sub- 











jected my mind to the influence of truth, and 
iound by experience that ii is the power of God 
to salvation ? have 1 aimed at high attainments 
in holiness, and pressed towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ? 
have I habituaily retired from the glare and 
bustie of the world, to commune with my own 
heart ; and to fix a steady eye on my sins ; and 
have | felt, habituatly feit, an ingenuous sorrow ; 
and when I have prayed for forgiveness, have | 
sincerely and deeply felt my need of it? 

Many Christians are little aware how much 
their christian character is to be perfected, under 
God, by the diligent cultivation of purity of mind. 
it belongs tous to reguiate our own habits of tho’t 
and association, and if these are permitted to run 
uncontrolled, they will inevitably catch a stain 
from those impurities of the world, which would 
sully the soul of the best Christian. It is observ- 
ed by a celebrated divine that “ perhaps every 
man living has a particular tran of thoughts, 
into which his mind falls when at leisure from 
the impressions and ideas that occasionally excite 
it; perhaps also the train of thought here spoken 
of, more than any other, determines the charac- 
ter. itis of the utmost consequence therefore 
that this property of our constitution be well re- 
gulated.”” He then goes on to observe that ** in 
a moral view, I shall not. lL believe, be contra- 
dicted when I say, that if one train of thinking 
be more desirable than another, it is that which 
regards the phenomena of nature, with a con- 
stant reference to a Supreme tnielligent Author.” 

Here then is another purifying influence of 
which the Christian should avail himse!f, and one 
which is equally delightful and profitable. 

In our leisure moments we are frequentiy walk- 
ing amid the works of God, and how easy it must 
be, it would seem, thus to form a habit of asso- 
ciation, which would, as it were, connect the 
heavens and the earth. 

Every object which meets the eye might thus 
lead to profitable contemplation. 

‘The pleasures of taste may mingle with the plea- 
sures of religion, and while the taste itself is ele- 
vated and refined, the heart is softened and 
brought nearer to God. There is a sort of sym- 
pathy established between the mind and externa 
nature. By accustoming ourselves to dwell on 
the cheerful scenes around us, a sort of kindred 
spirit attaches itself to the soul. 

A mind which is hab tuated to such contem 

plations, is in a much fitter state to rece've mo- 

ral and religious impressions, than the cold earth. 
born spirit of one who is touched by no exhib.- 
tions of beauty or sublimity, however striking 

so that while we are accustoming ourselves te 
dwell on the beauties of nature, we are not only 
gathering a rich harvest of religious impressions. 
but are rendering our hearts more susceptible of 

all that is lovely and good. Q. X. 

(Christian Spectator. 
ert. 2+ 
DR. FRANKLIN. 

The following is a copy of a letter from Dr. FRANKWN, 
to a Minisler of a church in the south part of New- 
Jersey. 

* Philadelphia, June 6, 1753. 

* DEAR Srr—TI received your kind letter of the d 
inst. and am glad to hear that you iucrease in strength 
—IlI hope you will continue mending until you recover 
your former heaith and firmness. Let me know whether 
you still use the cold bath, and what effect it has. As 
to the kindness you mention, I wish it could have been 
of more serious service to you; but if if had, the only 
thanks I should desire, are, that you would always be 
ready to serve any other person that may need your as- 


righteous, but sinners to repentance, which implied his 
modest opinion that there were some m his time so 


good that they need not hear even him for improve- 


ment ; but now-a-days we have scarcely a little parson 
that does not think it the duty of every man within his 
reach to sit under his petty ministration, and that who- 
ever omits this offends God—I wish to ag more hu- 
ility, and to you health and firmness, being your 
friend and te BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 
It has been remarked to us, by a gentleman of 
careful observation, that some of the pointed sentences 
in the latter part of this letter, probably had reference 
to the religious ferment that had been about that time 
occasioned by the preaching of Mr. Whitfield. 


— fo 
UNITARIANISM IN ENGLAND. 


The progress of Unitarianism in England, within a 
few years past, has been greatly beyond any thing 
which could possibly have been anticipated. Consider- 
ing the opposition with which it has had to contend, in 
the exclusive spirit and frowning tyranny of an estab- 
lished church, and in the sectarian prejudices of the 
dissenters, it has made its way with a rapidity, which 
no wisdom could have foresecn, and no skill, upon any 
just principles of calculation, could have predicted. It 
has spread in every direction ; in the south, in Wales, 
and in the lowlands of Scotland. Unitarian places of 
worship are now more or less numerous in every part of 
England. Many societies have been formed, and others 
are daily forming, for the distribution of books, and 
other purposes of aiding and extending the cause ol 
pure and rational religion. ‘There is a Unitarian Col- 
lege at York for the education of young men for the 
minisiry. We have lately had accounts of a general 
Annual Meeting in the south of England,which is repre- 
sented to have been much more numerously attended, 
than on any former occasion. 

Unitarian writings find their way to every class of the 
community, and are much read. ‘The result has been 
such, as it must always be. Reason, argument, com- 
mon sense, and plain truths, have in many instances 
been too powerful for prejudice, and the errors of edu- 
cation. Men have begun to find, that religion has some- 
thing todo with their understanding, and their con- 
sciousness. They have discovered it to be something in 
which it becomes them to think and enquire, with an 
earnest and serious desire for the truth. Many of the 
most respectable Baptisis are unitarians ; and the un- 
usual diminution among the Methodists, during the 
past year, is accounted for, it is said, by the increas- 
ing prevalence of the truths and principles of Unitarian 
christianivy. 

In ihe first volume of Bigland’s View of the World, 
published more than ten years ago, are the following 
remarks. ‘* The Unitarian doctrine appears to be ra- 
pidly spreading, [in Fngland,j and its professors not 
only form numerous and distinct societies, but are in- 
termixed among all the other classes of Dissenters. 
‘mong the members of the Established Church, this 
opinion also appears rapidly to gain ground; and 
‘he doctrine of the Trinity, which was formerly consi- 
dered too sacred to be opposed, or even discussed, is 
now openly controverted, and in some societies, pub- 
‘icly renounced.” Since this was wriiten, the progress 
of Unitarianism has vastly increased beyond what ii 
was af any previous period. - 

We have lately seen an article, from an orthodox 
periodical work, which expresses great alarm on this 
sulject. The writer calls loudly on his brethren for 
more zeal, and greater exertions in counteracting the 
srowing strength of this heresy, which teaches the dan- 
serous doctrine of one God, and one mediator. Refer- 
ring to Unitarians, he says, ‘* those who have the best 
opportunities of tracing their proceedings are well 
aware, that they are, at this time, actively co-operating 
in the most efficient measures for the promulgation of 
their principles, particularly by popular itinerant 
preachers, tract societies, and pnblic and privaie in- 
struction.”’ Unitarians have long been charged with 
ihe sin of indifference, and want of zeal in religion. 
Ve are happy to find, that there is no longer any ground 
for this charge in England ; and we anticipate the day, 
and that at no very distant period, when there shail be 
no cause for such complaint on this side of the Atlantic. 
Another evidence of alarm in England is the kind of 
opposition, which is shown. Curates, rectors, profes- 
sors in colleges, doctors in divinity, deans, and bishops, 
have marshalled themselves against the encroaching 





sisiance ; and so let good offices go round ; for mankind 
are all ofa family. For my own part, when! am em- | 
ployed in serving others, I do not look upon myself as | 
conferring favours, but as paying deb‘s. In my travels, | 
and since my settlement, I have received much kindness 
from men to whom I shall never have an opportunity of 
making the least direct return ; and numberless mercies 
from God, who is infinitely above being benefitted by 
our services. These kindnesses from men, I can, ther - 
fore, only return to their fellow-men ; and I can on! 
show my gratitude to God by a readiness to help his 
other children and my brethren, for | do not think thai 
thanks and compliments, though repeated weekly, can 
discharze our real obligations to each other, aad much 
less io our Creator. 

** You will see, in this, my notion of good works, tha‘ 
lam far from expecting to merit heaven by them. By 
heaven we unders‘and a stateof happiness, infinite in 
degree and eternal in duration. I can do nothing te 
deserve such areward. He that, for givinga draught 
of water to & thirsty person, should expect to be paid 
with a good plantation, would be modest in his demands 
compared with those who think they deserve heaven 
for the little good they do on earth. Even the mixed 
imperfect pleasures we enjoy in this world, are rather 
from God's goodness than our merit ; how much more 
so the happiness of heaven. For my part, I have not 
the vanity to think I deserve it, the folly to expect it, 
or the ambition to desire it, but content myself in sub- 
mitting to the disposal of that God who made me, who 
has hitherto preserved and blessed me, and in whose 
fatherly goodness | may well confide, that he never will 
make me miserable, and that the affliction I may at 
any time suffer, may tend tomy benefit. ~ 

* ‘The faith you mention has, doubtless, its use in the 
world. I do not desire to see it diminished ; nor would 
! desire to sce it lessened in any man, but I wish if were 
more productive of good works than I have generally 
seen it. I mean real good works, works of kindness, 
charity, mercy and public spirit ; not holy-day keeping, 
sermon-hearing, or reading , performing church cere- 
monies, or making long prayers, filled with flatteries 
and compliments, despised cven by wise men, and much 
less capable of pleasing the Deity. 

‘* ‘The worship of God is a duty—the hearing and 
reading may be useful ; but if men rest in hearing and 
praying, as too many do, it is as if the tree should value 
itself on being waicred and putting forth leaves though 
it never produced any fruit. 

** Your good master thought much less of these out- 
ward appearances than many of his modern cisciples. 
He preferred the docrs of the word to the hearers ; the 
son that seemingly refused to obey his father, and yet 
performed his commands, to him that professed ‘his 
readiness but neglected the work ; the heretical but 
charitable Samaritan, to the uncharitable but orthodox 
priest andsanctified Levite, and those who eave food 
to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, and raiment to the 
naked, entertainment to the stranger, and never heard 
of his name, he declares shall. iP the last day, be ac- 
cepted ; when those who cry, Lord, Lord, whe value 
themselves on their faith, though great enough to per- 
form miracles, but have neglected good works shall be 








rejected. He professed that he came not so call the 
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foe. But with what success is best seen in the daily 
increasing numbers, strength, and boldness of the party, 
whom they think it needful thus to assail.—Uni. Mis. 
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THE SUM OF RELIGION. 
He that fears the Lord of heaven and earth, walks 


| humbly before him, thankfully lays hold of the message 


of redemption by Jesus Christ, strives to express his 
thankfnincss by the sincerity of his obedience ; is sorry 
with ali his soul when he comes short of his duty ; 
walvs watchfully in the denial of himself, and holds no 
coniederacy with any lust or known sin ; if he falls in 
the least measure, he who is restless till he has made 
his peace by true repentance ; he who is true to his 
promise, just in his dealings, charitable to the poor, sin- 
cere in his devotions—that will not deliberately disho- 
nour God, although with the greatest security of impu- 
nity : he that hath his hope and his conversation in hea- 
ven ; he that dares not do an unjust act although never 
so much to his advantage ; and all this because he sees 
Him that is invisible, and fears him because he loves 
him ; fears him as well for his goodness as his greatness; 
Such a man, whatever be his sect or profession, or by 
whatever religious name he calls himself, or is called 
by others, he hath the life of religion in him, and that 
life acts in him, and will conform his soul to the image 
of his Saviour, and go along with him to eternity, not- 
withstanding his practice or non-practice of many in- 
different things. 

On the other side, if a man fears not the eternal God, 
dares commit any sin with presumption, can drink to 
excess, lie, swear vainly or falsely, live loosely, break 
his promises ; such a man, though he practice every 
ceremony never so curiously, notwithstanding a thou- 
sand external conformities, or zealous opposition to 
them, he wants the of life religion, , 

Sir Matthew Hale. 
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JEREMY TAYLOR, BISHOP OF DOWN. 


This eloquent prelate, from the fertility of his mind, 
and the extent of his imagination, "has been styled the 
Shakespeare of Divines. His sermons abound with some 
of the most brilliant passages, and embrace such a vari- 
ety of matter, and such a mass of knowledge and of 
learning, that even the acute Bishop Warburton said of 
him, “* Ican fathom the understandings of most men, 
yet I am not certain that I can always fathom the un- 
derstanding of Jeremy Taylor.” His comparison be- 
tween a married and single life, in his sermon on the 
nireragenys of the Married, is rich in tender senti- 
ments, and exquisitely elegant im . ** Marriage,” 
says the Bishop, “ is the mother of the world, aud one 
serves kingdoms, and fills cities, churches, and even 
heaven itself. Celibacy like the fly in the heart of an 
apple, dwells in a perpetual sweetness ; but sits alone, 
and is confined, and dies in singularity ; but marriage, 
like the useful bee, builds a house and gathers sweet- 
ness from every flower, and labours and unites into so- 
cieties and republics; and sends out colonies and 
fills the world with delicacies; and obevs their king, 
keeps order, and exercises many virtues, and promotes 
the interest of mankind: and is that state of things to 
which God hath designed the present constitution of the 


world. Marriage hath in it the labour of love ang fy. 
delicacies of friendship ; the blessings of society. anas 


the union of hands and hearts. It hath in it saa” 
beauty, but more of safety, than a single life ; it is niore 
merry and more sad; it is fuller of joys and fuller ge 
sorrow ; it lies under more burdens, but isssupported ye. 
ali the strength of love and charity ; and ihése burdeng 4 
are delightful.” as 


. 


— 


* Religion does not consist in little niceties. \ 
s : 3, and". 7 


word, is true religion that makes a good man, that COn. 4 


fellow men, humble in hie temper and manners, peaceg. i 
ble in society, just in his treatment of all, 
scending in cases of difference, strict in the government — 
of himself, patient in adversity,and attentive to his duty ; 
in all conditions and relations in life—When you sea » 
such a character, you may btlisve that relizioww ig” 
there. When you find this to be your character, yoy 
may believe that wisdom has entered into your heark 

“ You are to distinguish between truth and error 
and to embrace the one and reject the other. But neves 
lay great weighi on things which hare 
practice ; nor make light of small things, which are 
immediately connected with duty. Ifyou sce a man 
meek, humble. peaceable, sober and benevolent, Cares 


no relation tq 


others, you may think him religious, though you suk 
pose him to have adopted some groundless opinions Mf 
you see one contentious about religion, condemning all 


more zealous to make proselytes to his party and opjp.” 
ions, than to make good men of his proselytes ; whhk 
ever you may think of his heart, you will at least cop." 
clude that his zeal is not according to knowledge.” 
—_— 
Practican Hryr. 

I will take the liberty to recommend to your readers) 
a religious practice, which I adopied many years ago, 
and from which I have derived much comfort and ed 
cation. Itneed not consume any time, nor interrupt 
‘any business.—It is this; every morning, I selecta | 
short passage from the word of God, and in one or two 
minutes commitit well tomemory. This is my text for” 
the day ; and when J am at leisure, J think of it, and 
as l always select a practical text, | always make thell 
three following inquiries—what does it mean? what. 
duties does it enjoin? and how do I perform them?) 
The following is a specimen for one week. 2 

Sabbath morning. ‘ Gop isa spirit, and they that’ 
worship him must worship him ia spirit and truth?” 
Monday. ‘He hath shewed thee, O man, what is? 
good ; and what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but todo justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
thy God?? Tuesday. ‘ If any man say he loveth God. 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar.” 
* Love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
thy heart with all dilligence, for out of it are the issues 
of life.” Friday. ‘ Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
they shal! be called the children of God.’ Saturday. 
‘Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the son of man cometh.’—Liberal Recorder. 

—P——_ 
SINCERITY. 

‘“‘ If the show of any thing, be good for any thing,! 
am sure sicerify is better; for why does any man dis- 
semble, or seem to be that which he is not, but because 
he thinks it good to have such a quality as he pretends 
to? For to counterteit and dissemble, is to put on the 
appearance of some real excellency. Now the best way — 
in the world to seem to be any thing, is really to be what 
he would seem to be. Besides that it is many times as 
troublesome to make good the pretence of a good 
quality, as to have it; and if a man have it not, it is 
ten to one but he is discovered to want it; and then all! 
his pains and labour to seem to have it, are lost.” 









It had been better for the Christian Church, if that 
which calls itself Catholic, had been less employed in 
creating pretended Fath, and more employed in main- 
taining universal Charity. 

He that never changed any of his opinions, never 
correcied any of his mistakes ; and He who was never 
wise enough to find out any mistakes in himself, will 


not be charitable enough to excuse what he reckons mix 
tekes in others. . 


ORDINATION. 
At Harvard on Wednesday, the 12th inst. Rey. — 
GEORGE FisiER, as Pastor over the Church’ and Cal- 
vinistic Congregational Society, in that place.—Sermon — 
by Rev. Jacob Ide, of Medway; Ordaining Prayer by 
Rev. Reuben Puffer, D. D. of Berlin; Charge by Rev. 
John Bullard, of Pepperell ; Address to the people by 
Rey. Etisha Fisk, of Wrentham ; Right hand of Fellow- 








Notice. 


ry Society in Massachusetts” will be holden in 
Boston on Thursday, October 4. The members willa® 


business precisely at 3 o'clock ;—after which Divne 
Service will be attended in the Chure! in Brattle- 
Street ; where a discourse will be delivered, and a con- 
tribution taken in aid of the objects of the Societ y. The 
public services will commence at half past 3. 

‘The Trustees are requested to meet on the forencom 


diately after the Thursday Lecture. 
FRANCIS PARKMAN, Rec, Sec. 


| Gospel Advocate. 
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FXTRACT FROM A SERMON, BY REV. DR. LATHROp, he 


fling distinctions, which neither imfluencé the heart not i 
concem the practice ; nor in the observance or rejection = 4 
of particylar rites and forms, which a man may use op 2 
disuse without prejudice to real virtue in himself gp 97 
others ; nor in a zealous attachment to, or angr¥ abhop © 
rence of this sect, or that church, in which, as if mow =) 
other fields, there are some tares and some wheat, hap 9) 
in something more excellent and divine—that, ip af 





forms him to the pattern ofhis Saviour, Lenevolent to hijg ‘i. 


Conde’ — 


ful to practice piety himself, and promotefit amone! 


who think not as he does, busy in sowing the seeds of diss Be 
cord, and in causing divisions among brethren, and* 


Ps, 
oi 


s > 
ii * 


Wednesday, 7 | 
Thursday. * Keep 4 


ship by Rev. Enoch Pond, of Ward ; and the Conclue 
ing Prayer by Rev: John M. Putnam, of Ashby.—Pal. ip 


5 hype annual meeting of the “* Evangelical Missionae i sf 









semble at Concert Hall for the transaction of the usual x 


of the same day at the Vestry in Chauncy Place, imme 
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In some of the 
Register, we have 
nal of Messrs. Pa 
Palestine. The | 
tlown to Oct. 12, 
that they were th 
following descript 
from a letter writ 
dence there, toa 

* The isle of $ 
tinent of Asia by : 
On the north is a 
tylene ; on the e 
city of Ichesme, ! 
Turkish fleet ; 0 
Samos. The len 
thirfy miles; the b 
A high range of 1 
of limestone, run 
the island, like th 
On the east side | 
tivated plain upo 
Scio, a number o 
summer seats of 
low lands are coy 
lemon, fig, olive, 
tains are barren, 
grove of pine tre 

*“ As to the po 
statements given 
are as follows—t 
70,000 ; of these 
§90 or 900 Cath 
Greeks. 

% In Scio, the 
language, and so 
milies. Christia 
never interruptes 

“ The Cathol 
the city, and th 
and 28 priests. 

“ The Greek 
city, and very m 
in different paris 
bishop, and 500 
Only 5 or 6, ow 
to preach the G 
So the reading o 
Sabbath and fea 
churches are in 
great rapidity at 

“ The whole 
es, and seldom i 
seen only two B 
‘Testaments, exc 
Jowett, and the 
are kept for sale 
are about 100 
On these days 
and evening, in 
vice. Bothint 
ing service is pe 
are read or suns 
the congregatic 
The Lord’s pra 
at every season 

* The colleg 
its present form 
since, when Mr 
ter, took the ch 
at present 700 ¢ 
one Professor 0 
Mathematics; « 
one of the ‘Tur! 
and French, an 
modern Greek. 
the scholars a 
the first princip 
are required to 
mosthenes,Plat« 

“* ‘The four | 
are delivered ii 
tory. ‘There i 
a printing pres: 
rope. ‘The fu 
part from the ¢ 
private donatio 
cently given | 
seminary. Tu 
dents. On Fri 
ihe “* Holy Ca 
second class ha 
Apostles, and | 
have been giv 

English work 
Companion.” 
of it in Greek, 
as he speaks it 
On the 234 
for Smyrna, 
they set out o 
following are | 


“¢ Nov. 1. 
took with us J 
us in Scio) to 
We had previ 
nian, to furni 
“Spend one 

artino, and 
assist him in 4 





